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A plesiosaurian fossil from the Upper Cretaceous in Nukibetsu River, Biratori, Hokkaido
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Abstract

The first vertebrate fossil from the Nukibetsu River in Biratori, Hokkaido, is described. It is a plesiosaurian specimen
most likely from the Sphenoceramus schmidti - S. orientalis - Inoceramus (Platyceramus) chicoensis Zone (late Early
Campanian in Toshimitsu et al., 1995) of the Yezo Group. The preserved elements are too fragmentary to identify with
confidence, but it possibly represents a polycotylid (rare in the Yezo Group) or a small elasmosaurid.
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Figure 1. Locality map of HMG-1591. Star (in map of Hokkaido) and X (in route map) indicate the point of occurrence.
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Table 1. Molluscan fossils collected during the geological survey.

Sampling | Collected specimens

point

@) Sphenoceramus schmidti (float)
Tetragonites popetensis (float)
Zelandites kawanoi (float)

@) Canadoceras sp. (float)

® Sphenoceramus schmidti (float)
Phyllopachyceras ezoense (float)

@ Tetragonites popetensis
Baculites sp.

® Canadoceras sp.
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2. HMG-1591 O g H s 10T CTEEAE S 7= Sphenoceramus schmidti. HMG-1609 (1) ; HMG-1610 (2)
Figure 2. Sphenoceramus schmidti collected near the HMG-1591 locality. HMG-1609 (1) ; HMG-1610 (2)
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Figure 3. HMG-1591. Vertebra “a” in anterior (1, 2), left side (3,4) and posterior (5, 6) views; vertebra “b” in posterior (7, 8) and right side (9,
10) views; left ilium (11, missing both ends); left ischium? (12, broken edges). Abbreviations: poz, postzygapophysis; prz, prezygapophysis;
rf, rib facet.
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