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Geological significance of the occurrence of Inoceramus (Platyceramus) japonicus
from the Karesakinosawa River in the Hobetsu district, Mukawa Town, Hokkaido,
Japan.
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Abstract
Inoceramus (Platyceramus) japonicus Nagao and Matsumoto, 1940, an index fossil of the lower Campanian, has

been collected from the massive mudstone along the Karesakinosawa River in the Mukawa town of Hokkaido. The
occurrence of this inoceramid species makes it clear that most of the mudstone distributed along the upstream of the
Karesakinosawa River belong to the Cretaceous Yezo Group rather than the Miocene Takinoue Formation. Because of
the occurrence of 1. (P.) japonicus from the Yezo Group along the Fukaushi-zawa River, it is possible that the newly
identified Yezo Group along the Karesakinosawa River is a southern extension of that of the Fukaushi-zawa River.
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Fig. 1. (a,b) Index map of the studied area. (c) Route map along the Karesakinosawa. Topographic map is a part of 1/50000 map

sheet ‘Hobetsu’ of Geographical Survey Institute.
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Fig. 2. Representative fossil mollusks from the upper stream of the Karesakinosawa River.

1. Inoceramus (Platyceramus) japonicus (HMG-1647); 2. Sphenoceramus sp. (HMG-1648); 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d. Neophylloceras
ramosum (HMG-1646); 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d. Polyptychoceras sp. (HMG-1645)
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