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The reality of the work of “GAKUGEI-IN" in a small museum
- A case study of Hobetsu Museum between 1998 and 1999 -.

2HA0E
Kazuhiko SAKURAI
TRBIEITISYIEE, AbBESEIAELERIBIFER

Hobetsu Museum, Hobetsu, Yufutsu-gun, Hokkaido, 054-0211 Japan

Abstract

Hobetsu Museum is a small museum in Hobetsu, central Hokkaido, Japan. It introduces
a large collection of marine vertebrate and mollascan fossils, and explains the geological

history of Hobetsu and the surrounding areas.

In 1998, this museum has two “GAKUGEI-IN" (Japanese name for a curator), but in
1999, there was only one. An investigation into the work of GAKUGEI-IN revealed that the
majority of time was spent on “Populalizations and Educations” in 1999.

Small museums have many limitations, and therefore need to restrict the sphere of
their activities. | think it is more desirable for Hobetsu museum to continue to pursue its
activities based on the fossils found in the area, and concentrate on further academic
exchange with scientists worldwide. Moreover, | hope people in this area will become more
attached to Hobetsu Museum than they are now.
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