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Wishing you good fortune in this new year.
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! — l ) 7 w In Australia, New Year¥’s Eve is a time of leisure with many famiies having a
picnic for the day in the parks around Sydney Harbour waiting for the
fireworks show in the night.
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On New Year¥*’s Eve there is no special visit to the shrine to reflect upon the
past year and ask for good fortune for the next.
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There are many live music events and famous sporting events, such as the
A _ Sydhey-Hobart Yacht Race, during this time. i
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January 26th is Australia Day, a national holiday in recognition of the first
official settlement of an Australian colony in 1788.
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In Japan, January is associated with the Coming of Age ceremony for 20 year
olds.
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In Australia there is no official coming of age ceremony, being replaced by a
private celebration party with your famiy and friends.
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The age of adulthood is recognised to be 18 years of age in Australia, after
which you can buy alcohol, tobacco and legally sign a contract as well as being
obliged to vote in elections, which is compulsory in Australia.
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